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 iATTLE OF  
 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBERS 

 
We are elated by the response to this year’s membership campaign.  Not only did 

almost everyone renew, but many also made donations so generous that we were 

able to upgrade our internet service and computer software to accommodate our 

rapidly burgeoning database.  If you renewed and your name does not appear on the 

membership list, contact us at our new email, info@pma1811.net or call us on our 

new phone number, 609-288-6372.   

 

THE TRIAL AND EXECUTION OF CYRUS EMLAY 

 
Pamphlets pertaining to murder trials were popular in the 1800s.  We sell 

reproductions of two of them [The Trial of Wesley Warner (1894) and The  

Confession of Joel Clough (1833)] in our gift shop.  We recently found another one 

recounting the 1801 murder trial of Cyrus Emlay.  It is being reproduced as this 

goes to press, and we expect that it will be a hot seller.   

 

Born in Springfield in the 1760s, Cyrus Emlay worked for various Burlington County 

farmers as a teamster, taking their goods to market.  He was a “progressive” sort 

of criminal – he not only pilfered from several of these employers but also engaged 

in an early form of identity theft by obtaining goods under false pretenses and 

charging them to people he pretended to be.  He joined the merchant marine and 

went to Liverpool, England, where he embezzled the ship’s supplies.   Back in 

Burlington County, he took a job with Chesterfield farmer Humphrey Wall, who was 

apparently the first to put a crimp in Emlay’s criminal lifestyle.  Wall, who was also 

the town constable, pressed charges against Emlay for skimming his crops.  Emlay 

spent two months in the county jail (then in Burlington City).  Incarceration didn’t 

seem to bother him as much as Wall’s garnishment of his pay to cover the cost of 

the stolen goods.  This irked him so much that he resolved to murder Wall.  

 

For reasons unknown, Wall hired Emlay again in March of 1801.  On the night of 

Saturday, March 14, 1801, Wall was sleeping in front of his fireplace when Emlay 

snuck up behind him and split his head open with his own axe.   
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Emlay heaved the dead man into the fireplace along with the murder weapon and 

set the house ablaze after stealing everything of value.  He was caught the next 

day in Black Horse (Columbus) at the home of his wife’s employer, Adam Quann.  

Emlay’s wife, Betsy, had been staying there since he took the job with Wall three 

weeks before.   

 

He initially claimed that the fire had been accidental, and that he had merely 

salvaged the items he had in fact stolen.  He might have gotten away with it had he 

not made the fatal error of heaving the body into the fireplace.  The massive 

fireplace remained intact while everything around it burned to the ground.  Thus, 

enough of the corpse remained to show unmistakable axe wounds.  The metal axe 

head was also retrieved, with blood and brains on the cutting edge.   

 

He was indicted on May 27, 1801 in the Olde Court House in Mt. Holly.  Two 

attorneys, named Read and McIlvaine, were appointed to represent him.    New 

Jersey Supreme Court Justice Elisha Boudinot presided.  Eleven witnesses were 

heard over two days.  The jury was out for three hours before finding him guilty on 

May 29.  Justice Boudinot sentenced him to death in an eloquent speech in which 

he “beseeched and intreated” him to confess his sins and seek God’s forgiveness.  

He was hanged on June 12 about a mile from Burlington City.  Before he met his 

maker, he did in fact confess to the murder and all his other past transgressions.  

He also wrote to and received correspondence from his mother, sister and brother.  

The confession, the letters, the judge’s sentencing speech and a synopsis of the 

witnesses’ testimony are all outlined in the pamphlet.  Also included is an account of 

the speech Emlay gave at the gallows, in which he exhorted those in attendance to 

give up “drinking and carousing”, which he maintained caused him to go astray. 

 

Murder investigations and trials are always interesting reading.  This pamphlet is 

much more than just a “good read”, however: 

 

INTERESTING THINGS WE LEARN FROM THE PAMPHLET 

 

• Emlay was tried in the “Court of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol 

Delivery”.  This court was a carry-over from England and continued in New 

Jersey until the new state constitution abolished it in 1948.  “Oyer and 

terminer” means “to hear and decide” in French.   Local county judges heard 

most civil matters and some minor criminal matters in the Court of General 

Sessions.  Criminal matters (adultery, arson, bigamy, burglary, cutting 
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timber, forgery, fornication, gambling, murder, manslaughter, polygamy, 

perjury, rape, sodomy, treason and crimes punishable by death) were heard 

in the county where the crime was committed by Supreme Court justices 

who rode the circuit from county to county.  They were joined on the bench 

by the local judges in the “Court of Oyer and Terminer”.  Whenever a 

Supreme Court justice was sitting in Oyer and Terminer,  he also had 

jurisdiction to hear the case of anyone who was currently jailed.  The jail 

could be “emptied” and the prisoners “delivered” to the court for disposition 

of their cases – thus the term the “Court of General Gaol Delivery”.   

 

• Supreme Court Justice Elisha Boudinot 

presided over the Emlay trial.  He is not 

to be confused with his older brother, 

Elias Boudinot, who lived in Burlington at 

the end of his life and is buried at St. 

Mary’s Episcopal Churchyard in Burlington.  

Elisha was born in Philadelphia in 1749 and 

studied law under his brother Elias.  

After being accepted to the bar, Elisha 

moved to and practiced in Newark.  He 

was appointed to the New Jersey 

Supreme Court in 1798 and held the 

position until 1804.  Like his brother, he 

was a devout Presbyterian.  He died in 

1819 in Newark. 

 

• An original copy of the pamphlet was gifted from a private collector in 1990 

to Rutgers University, where it is currently preserved in the school’s Special 

Collections and Archives. 

 

• We know little about Read and McIlvaine, the attorneys assigned to 

represent Emlay.  The pamphlet doesn’t identify the prosecutor. 

 

• James Thorn, the constable who investigated the case, asked to search the 

house of Adam Quann, who employed Emlay’s wife.  Quann refused, but the 

constable searched it anyway, and found nothing.   As Thorn was leaving, 

Emlay’s wife said she wanted to be honest, and brought forth the items that 

were stolen from the Wall home. 
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• It is interesting to see how the spelling of various words has changed in the 

last 220 years – for example, “show” is spelled “shew”, so we  can speculate 

that the word “show” was pronounced “shew” at that time.   

 

• Emlay alleged that he purchased some of the stolen items in Trenton at a 

“sheriff’s vendue”, which was what a sheriff’s sale was called at the time.  

Sheriffs’ sales were common.  There was no bankruptcy law in 1801.  If a 

creditor had a judgment against a debtor, the sheriff would be directed to 

seize all the debtor’s property and sell it, turning all proceeds over to the 

creditor.  If the proceeds were insufficient to cover the debt, the debtor 

could be incarcerated.  

It’s unclear how many 

were actually incarcerated 

for debt; this is a subject 

which the PMA wants to 

investigate. 

 

• We don’t know who wrote 

the pamphlet, which 

states only that it was 

written by “a gentleman 

who was present on the 

occasion”.  It was printed 

in 1801 by S.C. Ustick of 

Burlington for travelling 

book salesman Robert 

Stewart. 

 

• Murder was rare in 1801.  

When one occurred, it was 

of great interest far and 

wide.  People as far away 

as Vermont were 

interested in the Emlay trial, as is evidenced by  an article which appeared in  
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the Vergennes Gazette. 

Vergennes, the first 

town chartered in 

Vermont, still exists in 

the northern part of the 

state near the New York 

border.  Population: 

2500. Here is the article 

which appeared in the 

July 2, 1801 of the 

Vergennes Gazzette: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A LIGHT NOTE TO LEAVE ON 

 
After all the blood and gore in this issue, we thought we’d leave you on a lighter note 

with two excerpts from the January 1898 issue of the Mt. Holly Herald: 

 
“A lively scrap occurred before his Honor, Justice Maiers, the other day while a trial was in 
progress.  One of the attorneys, C.T. Atkinson, didn’t treat the Court with that deference 
which the Court thought it should receive, so a constable was ordered to eject Mr. Atkinson.  
In the scuffle that followed, the latter was thrown violently to the floor and his head cut.  
This rather disturbed the serenity of the trial.  It is said that Atkinson will bring suit for 
damages against ‘Squire Maiers and the constable.” 
 
“The stone road committee of the Board of Freeholders met at the Courthouse on Monday 
and decided to reject all the bids on the proposed stone roads, for the reason that they were 
all too high.  It looks as if the contractors have formed a combination.  If they have, it didn’t 
work.” 
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PRISON MUSEUM ASSOCIATION MEMBERS (through 6/30/22) 

 

 
Janet C. Aaronson 
Doris Alaimo 
Dick Alaimo 
Richard Andronici, Esq. 
Wendy Andronici 
Hon. Marc Baldwin 
Arlene Baldwin 
Robert Bannon 
Susan E. Basco, Esq. 
Brian Caine, Esq. 
Joel Bewley 
Clark Bish* 
Jennifer S. Brooks, Esquire 
Dr. Ari Brooks 
Bill Byrnes 
Emma Ciemiengo 
Hon. Susan Claypoole 
Richard Cosden 
Paul Detrick, Esq. 
Roni Detrick 
John M. Devlin, Esq. 
J. Brooks DiDonato, Esq. 
Sarah Dunne 
Bettylou Eastburn 
Harry “Hap” Eastburn 
Stan Fayer   
Ellen Fayer 
    Burl. Co. Historical Society 
Harris Neil Feldman, Esq. 
Glen Filippone, Esq. 
Josh Foote 
Fred Galdo 
Salli Gordon 
Peter Genzano 
Sandra Genzano 
Adam Greenberg, Esq. 
John E. Groff, Jr. 
Holly Haines 
Hon. Philip Haines 
David Hasson  
Jane Hasson 
 
 

Linda Hynes, Esq. 
     Burl Co. Commissioner 
Nicholas Jelenic III 
Ian Johns* 
Barbara Johns 
Warren S. Jones, Jr., Esq. 
Edward Kaelin 
Daniel Kimball  
Lisa Kruczek  
Stewart LaVine 
Cameron Legg, Esq. 
Hon. Marie E. Lihotz 
Carl Livingston  
Rosemary Livingston 
Russ Lloyd 
Andrew Lubin, Esq. 
Gene R. Mariano, Esq. 
Brenda Marris 
Thomas Marris 
Mazzucco & Co., CPAs 
Dennis McDonald 
Kiera McFadden-Roan, Esq. 
Carole Melman 
Rocco Minervino, Esq. 
Stacy L. Moore, Esq. 
Anne Moore 
Marge Monaghan 
George Morris, Esq. 
Michael L. Mouber, Esq. 
Stephen J. Mushinski, Esq. 
Jan Myers 
John Neckonchuk, Esq. 
Hon. Mary Ann O’Brien 
Dan O’Connell 
     Burl Co. Commissioner 
William H. Oliver, Esq. 
Nona Ostrove, Esq. 
Catherine Plummer 
Roy Plummer 
   Armed Forces Heritage Museum 
Henry Reeves  
Lois Reeves 
Travis Richards, Esq. 
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Mary Ann Foy Rivell 
John Ruggiero 
   New Jersey Paranormal 
Michael Rothmel, Esq. 
Randi Rothmel 
Andy Sahol     
Hon. James Saxton 
Wendy Schmidt 
Rhondi Lynn Schwartz, Esq. 
David Shebses 
Dean M. Sozio 
Janet L. Sozio, Esq.* 
Eugene Stafford 
Joyce Stafford 
Hon. Karen Suter 
Carl Taraschi, Esq.* 
Arlene Taraschi 
Michele Thomas 
Brooke Tidswell, III 
Pam Tidswell 
Dr. Eugene V. Timpano 
Dr. Eugene D. Timpano 
Berge Tumaian, Esq. 
Any Tumaian 
Robert F. Weishoff, Esq. 
Carol Weishoff 
Andrea Weishoff 
George Weishoff 
Gary F. Woodend, Esq.* 
J. Robert Ziccardi 
Elena Ziccardi 

 
*Board members 
 
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT, 
ARCHIVES 
Mark Paul Wenger 
Wade Jablonski 
Dan Wolverton 
Mackenzie Tansey 
 
 
WEBSITE & OFFICE MANAGEMENT 
Lisa Kruczek 
Brenda Marris 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 

 

OUR MEMBERS’ BUSINESSES AND 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES: 
 

  Dr. Eugene V. Timpano 
  Dr. Eugene D. Timpano 
    Cinnaminson 
    Podiatric Medicine & Surgery 
    856-786-2247 

 

Peter Genzano 
    Genzano Contractor 
    Riverside 
    Additions, Alterations, Siding, 
    Masonry, Decks 
    856-461-7249 

 

Sandra Genzano 
    Four Corners Travel 
    www.fourcornerstravelnj.com 
    Riverside 
    856-75-2440 

 

Adam Greenberg, Esquire    
   Honig & Greenberg 
    Cherry Hill 
    Creditor-rights matters  
    (foreclosures, bankruptcy,  
    collection, tax sales) 
    856-770-0990 

 

Warren S. Jones, Esquire 
    Mt. Holly 
    Bankruptcy, real estate, 
    real estate tax appeals, 
    personal injury, wills 
    609-261-8400 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oliver & Legg 
William H. Oliver, Esq. 

Cameron Legg, Esq. 
    Neptune 
    Bankruptcy matters, real estate 
    732-988-1500 

 

Robert Weishoff, Esq. 
    Weishoff and Richards 
    Landlord tenant matters 
    609-267-5297     

 

Travis Richards, Esq. 
    Weishoff and Richards 
    Bankruptcy and 
    landlord tenant matters 
    Mt. Holly 
   609-267-5297 

 

Stewart LaVine 
   INTERFACE 
   Mt. Holly 
   Data-voice-video    
   609-702-9394 

 

Jan Myers 
    Ed’s Tailor Shop 
    609-723-1341 

 

Nona Ostrove, Esq. 
    Voorhees 
     Bankruptcy and Community             
     Association Law 
     856-566-4200 
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Our lawyers: 

 

ParkerMcCay 
Mt. Laurel 
www.parkermccay.com 
Creditor rights, litigation, corporate, 
public school & education, insurance 
defense, etc. 
 
John M. Devlin, Esq. 
Stephen J. Mushinski, Esq. 
 
Gene R. Mariano, Esq.  
Harris Neil Feldman, Esq. 
Mariel Giletto, Esq. 
John Neckonchuk, Esq. 
Susan E. Basco, Esq. 
Brian Caine, Esq. 
Kiera McFadden-Roan, Esq. 
J. Brooks DiDonato, Esq. 
George Morris, Esq. 

 

Berge Tumaian, Esquire 
Law Office of Berge Tumaian 
Moorestown 
Family Law, Traffic Violations 
856-722-1818 

 
 
 

 
 

John Ruggiero 
NEW JERSEY PARANORMAL 
newjerseyparanormal@yahoo.com 
908-463-0745 

 
Our accountants: 

Mazzucco & Co., CPAs 
Jennifer Anderson, CPA 
Brian Frampton, CPA 
Moorestown 
856-234-7788 

 

Lisa Post 
   Director of Surety 
   BCA Insurance Group 
   Marlton 
   856-242-5479 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clark Bish 

   Bloodshed Farms Haunted 

   Attraction and Hayride 

  www.bloodshedfarmsfearfest.com 

 Linda Hynes, Esquire 

   Domers, Bonamassa & Hynes 

   Marlton 

   Family law 

  856-596-2888 

 

http://www.parkermccay.com/
mailto:newjerseyparanormal@yahoo.com
http://www.bloodshedfarmsfearfest.com/

