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THE ROAD TO LANDMARK STATUS

In this issue we will remember some of the fine people who were instrumental in
saving the Jail and forming the PMA. We will also tell the story of how the prison
museum came to be designated a National Historic Landmark in 1986.

The story starts more than three decades earlier, when it wasn't entirely clear
that the building would survive at all. The year was 1954. Still in use after 143
years, the Jail was something of an embarrassment. The Freeholders proposed to
tear it down. Much to their surprise, a group of local citizens quickly formed in
opposition. The Freeholders relented and declared that the Old Gaol would be
saved. They weren't exactly sure what they would do with it, but it wouldn't be
demolished. The Jail finally closed in 1965,
and the group that fought to preserve it
morphed into the Prison Museum Association,
incorporated in 1966. The prime mover and
shaker in the movement to save the Jail and
the founder of the PMA was Burlington
County attorney Jay B. Tomlinson, Esquire.
He has been largely forgotten. We feel that
he and the other founding PMA members
deserve to be remembered.

Jay Brinkerhoff Tomlinson, Esquire

Jay Tomlinson was born in 1893 to William B.
and Ida Cook Tomlinson. He had one sibling,
a brother named William I. Tomlinson, who
was 13 years older. He grew up in Mount
Holly and graduated from Mount Holly High
School. He attended Amherst College
(Class of 1915) and Harvard Law School,
where he served on the Law Review.




After law school, he was commissioned in the US Navy as a lieutenant, junior grade,
and served brief tours of duty at several naval training stations before being
assigned sea duty on the SC215, in the north Atlantic and Mediterranean waters.
We are lucky to have a photo of the vessel as well as a photo of Jay on the ship.

"SC" stands for “submarine chaser”. Submarine chasers were designed specifically
to destroy German submarines in World War I. Many found their way to Allied
nations by way of Lend-Lease in World War II, during which time they were used
to destroy Japanese and German subs. The SC215 was one of 12 American
submarine chasers that joined Italian, British and Australian battleships, cruisers,
destroyers and forpedo boats in the Battle of Durazzo in 1918. Durazzo was an
Albanian city located on the shore of the Adriatic Seaq, just east of the Italian
boot heel. The Allied objectives were to bombard the port at Durazzo and attack
the Austrian ships in the harbor. The port and the old city, which the Albanians
called "Durres”, were mostly destroyed. The SC215 received a special
commendation for its performance in the battle.

The ship was built in New York City in 1917 and was 110 feet long. It could hold 26
sailors. It had a top speed of 18 knots (about 20 MPH) and was armed with a gun



mount, two .30 caliber machine guns and one depth charge projector *Y Gun". All
of these weapons were state of the art at the time.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY the Ship because we

CFIICE TP | HE CLHIER DIF NAVAL, QMFRATIONS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20330 I TIErLY a1y have a Ieffer‘ wr‘l'l“l’en
OP-09B
ser 1724posper by a Navy commander

16 July 1970 .
in response to an

Sl B inquiry by Frederick
Your letter of 26 June addressed to the Raval Phl"lPS Of JObSTOWﬂ.
Bhip Systeme Coumand, coocerning 5C-215, has been HTRH
referrad to me for reply. Mr. Phl“lpS served on
The data we have on SC-215 appears below: the fir'sT PMA Board
Built by: Alexander McD id, Mari & Harbor, 8
o [glang, Nochggi riners Rarbor, Staten of Trustees. We
ey e sl assume that after
treme Beam: 14 feet;8 3/4 inches '
Fall lLoad Pisplacement: RS to;; JGYS deaTh, MI".
Maximum Draft: 5 feet; 8 # inches T
Speed: 18 knots Phillips wanted to
Complement: 2 Officers; 24 Enlisted .
Armement: (1) 37/23; (2) Machine. Guns kHOW about hIS
Epngines: Manufacturer: Standard; Type: Gas; No, 3
Propulzion: Shafts 3: Shaft Horsepower: 560 friend's service in the
Sinceraly yours, : Great War.
EARL MANN "
CuwmaDaR", U.Bs NAYY Mr. Phillips was also
Head, Ship History Branch . .
By diraction of the an interesting person.
Chief of Naval Qperations H b . 1901 .
e was born in n
g;;sf;:ggr;gl?hix:i%ps, Pres. Newark and gr‘aduaTed
Joketown, New Jersey (08041 in 1923 fr.om

Princeton, where he
was captain of the water polo team, rowed on the crew squad and played in the
University band. In 1927, he married Anna Hutchinson of Philadelphia, and the
couple moved to Jobstown. He served as president of the Philadelphia Society for
Promoting Agriculture, at the time the oldest farm society in continuous existence
in the U.S. We believe that he grew apples and daffodils on “Persimmon Hill",
which is what he called his Jobstown property. He also served as director of the
Burlington County Trust Co., the NJ Bankers Association, the Sons of the
American Revolution, and the Burlington County Historical Society. Mr. Phillips
died in 1989.

After the war, Jay returned to Burlington County and married Elizabeth
Barrington. They had one son, William, who became a physician.



Jay and Elizabeth moved to Bordentown, where he lived the rest of his life. He
started his law practice there in 1922. One of his first clients was New Hanover
Township in a case where the legality of the voting procedures for a school board
election came into question. Well known local lawyer Jim Davis represented the
candidates who lost in the election, in which a total of only 8 votes were cast. Jay
won the case; the election results were upheld as the town clerk was found to have
properly nailed the election notices on various trees in the area.

In 1936, he was appointed to represent a 17-year-old named Jacob Ciemingo, who,
along with a 26-year old named George Hildebrand, was convicted of the murder of
Herman Eilers, 62, of Bustleton. Bustleton no longer exists but at the time was a
little village within the town of Florence. Eilers was a well-to-do bachelor poultry
farmer who had hired Hildebrand as a farm hand the year prior. The young men,
both from the Burlington/Columbus area, confessed that they had shot the victim
in the course of robbing him of $4. They were convicted and sentenced to death.
Ciemingo had been represented at trial by George Hillman, who died soon after.
Jay was appointed to represent him on the appeal and although he failed to get the
conviction overturned, he was able get the sentence commuted to life. The
defendant’s “low mentality” and youth were cited, leading a newspaper reporter to
wonder if “the day might come when a high school diploma or a college degree is
required for eligibility to the electric chair”.

Throughout his life, Jay participated in many civic groups, but it appears that
history was his passion. He and Delia Biddle Pugh worked tirelessly to preserve
the Old Jail and to found the PMA. Mrs. (Hugh) Pugh was a Burlington City
resident who was born in 1898. Like Jay, she served on many civic groups, including
the Burlington County Historical Society. The BCHS Library is named for her. She
was also the vice-president of the first PMA Board. She was instrumental in
having trees planted in the exercise yard.

Jay died suddenly on January 25, 1967 at the Yardley, Pennsylvania home of his
son, William, less than a year after incorporating the PMA. He was 73. A year
later, Mrs. Pugh also died suddenly at the age of 70.

A few of our current members may recall a well-liked attorney from Medford
named Ephraim Tomlinson, who died in 1996 at age 81. We would love to know if
anyone knows if he had any connection to Jay. We believe that he may have been
the son of Jay's older brother, William I. Tomlinson, who died in 1938.



Jail Named a State Historic Site in 1966

On December 20, 1966, the Jail was designated by the NJ State Department of
Conservation and Economic Development as an official historic site pursuant to
Chapter 92 of the Laws of 1962. Jay was on hand at the formal presentation on
January 18, 1967. The event was televised on the 11 o'clock news on WFIL, which
was Channel 6. This, we assume, must have been a source of great delight for Jay
Tomlinson.

Pictured from left: PMA President Jay Tomlinson, Freeholder Director Anthony T. Greski,
Joseph Truncer (State Director of Parks, Forestry and Recreation) and Tom Harris, PMA
Board Chairman), January 18, 1967. Photo appeared in Medford's Central Record, January
26, 1967.

Passage of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

The Jail would later attain National Historic Landmark status. Unfortunately, Jay
wouldn't be around to see it.

Prior o 1935, efforts to preserve cultural heritage sites of national importance
were made by the US Congress in piecemeal fashion. In 1935, Congress passed



the Historic Sites Act, which

- authorized the Interior Secretary

_# to formally record and organize

~ historic properties, and to

= designate properties as having

‘88 "national historical significance".

&% Over the following decades,

! 7 surveys such as the Historic

American Buildings Survey (HABS)
# amassed information about

culturally and architecturally

significant properties, both federally and privately owned, in a program known as

the Historic Sites Survey. The survey on the Jail was done in 1937 and you can see

a copy of it on our website at www.prisonmuseum.net. Here's a photo of the Jail

taken by the HABS. Notice the add-on kitchen and shed.

On October 15, 1966, the 89™ Congress enacted the National Historic
Preservation Act, which established the National Register of Historic Places. The
National Historic Landmark program was encompassed within it, and rules and
procedures for inclusion and designation were formalized. Jay Tomlinson got right
on it and on October 20, 1966 wrote a letter to the National Park Service asking
what had to be done to get NHL status. Just a few months before, on June 8,
1966, the Certificate of Incorporation of the PMA had been recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of Burlington County, Charles H. Ehrlich, in Book 4 of
Corporations, Folio 225.

Robert Utley, Chief, Division of Historic Studies of the National Park Service,
responded that there was nothing for the PMA to do. The NPS planned to study all
historic buildings in the country in groups. The Jail was apparently to be studied in
the “architecturally significant” group. Once the study was done, the NPS would
prepare and file an application for NHL status.

The next letter to be found in the archives is one dated February 6, 1967 from
Thomas Harris, Chairman of the Board of the PMA, to Mr. Utley advising of the
recent passing of Jay Tomlinson and asking when the NHL determination would be
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made. He could not understand what the hold-up was; the Jail was obviously
significant. Let's go, we're not getting any younger, is what he seemed to be saying.

Thomas Gordon Harris was the kind of guy who was used to getting things done.
Born in Dunellen, NJ in 1922, he lived in Mt. Holly for many years. He was
employed by NJ Bell Telephone for 28 years, and at the time of his retirement in
1975, he was the manager of the Mt. Holly office. In addition to serving on the
PMA Board for many years, he also belonged to the Mount Holly Historical Society,
the Rancocas Antique Auto Club and the Rotary Club. He headed the United Fund
of Burlington County and several other organizations. A WWII veteran, he served
in the European theater on General Eisenhower's staff and was awarded two
Bronze Stars and a Purple Heart. He passed away in 1993 in Florida, survived by
his wife and two sons.

After several letters were exchanged between Mr. Harris and the NPS to no avail,
another PMA member decided to get into the act. We see in the Archives a letter
from Carl Heyer to Senator Clifford Case asking that the latter intervene in the
NHL process. Mr. Heyer was born in Philadelphia in 1904. When he was six
months old, his parents moved to Mt. Holly, where his father had a leather
business that produced billfolds, belts and the like. He graduated from Rutgers
University (New Brunswick, Class of 1925). After college, Mr. Heyer worked in
the leather business before joining the military in 1941, He served until 1959. He
was an officer in the Army Air Force and the Air Force in WWII and Korea,
establishing and coordinating operations at fighter bases in Panama and the Far
East. He returned to Mt. Holly after getting out of the service, and entered the
insurance business.

Mr. Heyer's letter, dated March 30, 1967, indicates that he was a personal friend
of Senator Case, a Republican who served in the US Senate, representing NJ, from
1955 to 1979. He was succeeded by Bill Bradley. The son of a Reformed Church
pastor, Senator Case graduated from Rutgers University and Columbia Law School.
He was born the same year as Mr. Heyer, so we assume that they attended Rutgers
at the same time and may have become acquainted there.

As it turned out, Mr. Harris and Mr. Heyer could have saved their time, because
nothing was going to happen for another 17 years. In the spring of 1984, the NPS
finally got around to studying our Jail. In February of 1986, the Nomination Form
was filed. Landmark status was granted in August of 1986 and a ceremony
installing the commemorative plaque, still in the front yard, was held in 1987.



United States Department of the Interior
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Mr. Charles T. Juliana

Comnty AMduinistrator

County Office Building

49 Rancocas Road

Mount [olly, Noew Jecsey (8060

Dear Mr. Juliana:

1 am pleased to infomm you that the propecty identified on the enclosed sheet
has been found to possess national significance in the hlstory of the Dnited
States. As a resulk, the Secretary of the Interior has desiqnated ir a
National Historic Landmack.

The purpose of landvark designation’ is ro identify and recngnize nationally
significant sites and to encourage thelr owners to preserve them. Landmarks
are chosen after careful study by the National Park Service. They are eval-
vated by the National Park System Advisory Board and designated hy the
Seccetary of the Interlor in accordance with the Historic Sites act of 1935
and the Wational Historic Pressrvacion Aot of 1966.

Cesignation as a Narimmal Historie Landmark autemztically placas a propacty in
the National Register of Hiskorle Places, if it is not already so listed, and
extends tn it the safequards and benefits provides by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and other Federal laws protecting historic properticsa.

we are pleased to include Lhis property on the coll of Natianal Historic
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Only a little more than 2,500 NHLs have been designated. If not already listed on
the National Register of Historic Places, an NHL is automatically added fo the
Register upon designation. The 2,500 NHLs comprise only about 3% of the over
90,000 places listed on the country’s National Register of Historic Places.

NHLs are designated by the United States Secretary of the Interior because they
are sites where events of national historical significance occurred, places where
prominent persons lived or worked, icons of ideals that shaped the nation,
outstanding examples of design or construction, places characterizing a way of life
or archeological sites able to yield information.

Designated NHL sites are provided safeguards and benefits provided by the Act
and other federal laws protecting historic properties.

Historic Burlington County
Prison Museum Association (“PMA”)
THANK YOU P.O. Box 483, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060

PMA Office Fax: 609-261-5252
Museum/Gift Shop Phone: 609-265-5476

Email: pmal8ll@verizon.net
Website: www.prisonmuseum.net

We want to thank all of our new members for joining

the PMA and all those who renewed their Board of Trustees:

b hi E ho ioined and d Clark Bish
memberships. Everyone who joined and renewe Susan R. Dargay, Esq. (Treasurer)
should be on the attached list. If you are a member lan Johns

David A. Kimball (Vice-President)
Janet L. Sozio, Esq. (President)
Carl Taraschi, Esq.

Gary F. Woodend, Esg. (Secretary)

and not listed, send us an email.

Prison Museum Post Editor, Writer,
Typesetter and Distributor:
Janet L. Sozio, Esq.

Please help us preserve and promote the Prison
Museum by joining the PMA. Annual dues are
$15(individual)/$25 (family). Membership
benefits include a quarterly newsletter, event
updates, 10% off gift shop purchases, and free
admission to the museum.

Go on the website for an application.
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PRISON MUSEUM ASSOCIATION MEMBERS (through 6/30/21)

Janet C. Aaronson
Doris Alaimo
Dick Alaimo
Jennifer Anderson, C.P.A
Mazzucco & Co., CPAs
Richard Andronici, Esq.
Wendy Andronici
Robert Bannon
Susan E. Basco, Esq.
Brian Caine, Esq.
Joel Bewley
Clark Bish*
Jennifer S. Brooks, Esquire
Dr. Ari Brooks
Hon. Susan Claypoole
Richard Cosden
Susan R. Dargay, Esq.
Paul Detrick, Esq.
Roni Detrick
John M. Devlin, Esq.
Cynthia S. Earl, Esq.
Milan (Dennis) Earl
Bettylou Eastburn
Harry “Hap” Eastburn
Stan Fayer
Ellen Fayer
Burl. Co. Historical Society
Harris Neil Feldman, Esq.
Glen Filippone, Esq.
Josh Foote
Fred Galdo
Peter Genzano
Sandra Genzano
Mariel Giletto, Esq.
Sally Gordon
Florence Gomez
Adam Greenberg, Esq.
John E. Groff, Jr.
Holly Haines
Hon. Philip Haines
David Hasson
Jane Hasson

Hon. Michael Hogan
Linda Hynes, Esq.
Burl Co. Freeholder

Alan Hynes
Nicholas Jelenic III
Ian Johns
Barbara Johns
Warren S. Jones, Jr., Esq.
Edward Kaelin

Lee Funeral Home
David A. Kimball*
Lisa Kruczek
Stewart LaVine
Cameron Legg, Esq.
Carl Livingston
Rosemary Livingston
Russ Lloyd
Andrew Lubin, Esq.
Gene R. Mariano, Esq.
Brenda Marris
Susan Mathis
Kiera McFadden-Roan, Esq.
Amelio Mercantini
Rocco Minervino, Esq.
Marge Monaghan
Stacy L. Moore, Esq.
Anne Moore
Ronald C. Morgan, Esq.
Michael L. Mouber, Esq.
Stephen J. Mushinski, Esq.
Jan Myers
John Neckonchuk, Esq.
Mary Ann O’Brien. Esq.

Surrogate of Burlington County

Dan O’Connell

Burl Co. Freeholder
William H. Oliver, Esq.
Nona Ostrove, Esq.
Catherine Plummer
Roy Plummer

Armed Forces Heritage Museum

Jimmy Reed



Henry Reeves
Lois Reeves
Travis Richards, Esq.
John Ruggiero

New Jersey Paranormal
Michael Rothmel, Esq.
Randi Rothmel
Andy Sahol
Hon. James Saxton
Rhondi Lynn Schwartz, Esq.
David Shebses
Stephanie Shreter, Esq.
Dean Sozio
Janet L. Sozio, Esq.
Eugene Stafford
Joyce Stafford
Daniel Straffi, Esq.
Danielle Straffi
Richard Strobel, Esq.
Hon. Karen Suter
Carl Taraschi, Esq.
Arlene Taraschi
Michele Thomas
Brooke Tidswell, 111
Pam Tidswell
Dr. Eugene V. Timpano
Dr. Eugene D. Timpano
Berge Tumaian, Esq.
Any Tumaian
Joan Warren, Esq.
Jeff Warren
Robert F. Weishoff, Esq.
Carol Weishoff
Andrea Weishoff
George Weishoff
Gary F. Woodend, Esq.*
Dorothy Wright, Esq.
Regan Young
J. Robert Ziccardi
Elena Ziccardi

*Board members



OUR MEMBERS’ BUSINESSES AND
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES:

Dr. Eugene V. Timpano

Dr. Eugene D. Timpano
Cinnaminson
Podiatric Medicine & Surgery
856-786-2247

Adam Greenberg, Esquire
Honig & Greenberg
Cherry Hill
Creditor-rights matters
(foreclosures, bankruptcy,
collection, tax sales)
856-770-0990

Our accountant:

Gary F. Mazzucco, CPA

Brian Frampton, CPA
Mazzucco & Co., CPA
Moorestown
856-234-7788

Warren S. Jones, Esquire
Mt. Holly
Bankruptcy, real estate,
real estate tax appeals,
personal injury, wills
609-261-8400

Jennifer Anderson, CPA
Moorestown
856-234-7788

Hon. Michael J. Hogan, J.5.C. (ret.)
Mediation, arbitration, neutral services
609-351-3144
michaelhogan.jsc.ret@gmail.com

Regan Young
RYEBREAD Architects-
Regan Young England Butera

Referendums, Engineering,
Architecture, Design

Mt. Holly
609-265-2652

Joan Warren, Esq.

Lavery & Sirkis
Hackettstown
Bankruptcy matters
908-850-6161

Peter Genzano
Genzano Contractor
Riverside
Additions, Alterations, Siding,
Masonry, Decks
856-461-7249

Oliver & Legg
William H. Oliver, Esq.
Cameron Legg, Esq.
Neptune
Bankruptcy matters, real estate
732-988-1500

Sandra Genzano
Four Corners Travel
www.fourcornerstravelnj.com
Riverside
856-75-2440

Gary Woodend, Esq.*
Medford
Real estate, construction,
municipal court, wills
609-654-5489




Robert Weishoff, Esq.
Weishoff and Richards
Landlord tenant matters
609-267-5297

Travis Richards, Esq.
Weishoff and Richards
Bankruptcy and
landlord tenant matters
Mt. Holly
609-267-5297

Stephanie Shreter, Esq.
Mt. Holly
Bankruptcy
609-265-9600

Guardianship Assistance Program
Non-profit Guardianship Legal Service

609-444-6653

Berge Tumaian, Esq.
Moorestown
Family law
856-722-1818

Cynthia Salvatore Earl, Esq.
Guardianship, family law
Moorestown
856-642-7470

Stewart LaVine
INTERFACE
Mt. Holly
Data-voice-video
609-702-9394

Susan R. Dargay, Esq.
Family law
Mt. Holly
609-265-3985

Jan Myers
Ed’s Tailor Shop
609-723-1341

Edward Kaelin
Lee Funeral Home
Mt. Holly
609-267-0906

Nona Ostrove, Esq.
Voorhees

Bankruptcy and Community

Association Law
856-566-4200

Michael Rothmel, Esq.
Family law, municipal court,
Criminal law, real estate
Mt. Holly
609-261-9100

Dorothy L. Wright, Esq.
Greenbrook
Family law, bankruptcy
732-752-8834




Our lawyers:

ParkerMcCay

Mt. Laurel

www.parkermccay.com

Creditor rights, litigation, corporate,
public school & education, insurance
defense, etc.

John M. Devlin, Esq.
Stephen J. Mushinski, Esq.
Ronald C. Morgan, Esq.
Gene R. Mariano, Esq.
Harris Neil Feldman, Esq.
Mariel Giletto, Esq.

John Neckonchuk, Esq.
Susan E. Basco, Esq.

Brian Caine, Esq.

Kiera McFadden-Roan, Esq.

Clark Bish
Bloodshed Farms Haunted
Attraction and Hayride
www.bloodshedfarmsfearfest.com

Linda Hynes, Esquire
Domers, Bonamassa & Hynes
Marlton
Family law
856-596-2888
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